Bismarck

Of all capital ships of the German Navy, battleship Bismarck was the most famous one, despite (or maybe because of) having been lost on the first operational mission.

Bismarck was built in Hamburg, Germany. It was the first of a class of two heavy ships, (Tirpitz being the second). The new ships were to be in the 45,000-ton limit, much bigger than any other ship in service with the German Navy at the time, and featuring guns and protection of similar scale to those of the best foreign combat ships.

Bismarck  was commissioned in August 1940 and spent the rest of that year running trials and continuing her outfitting. The first months of 1941 were largely devoted to training operations in the Baltic sea. 

In May 1941, Bismarck was sent out to the Pacific for her first combat mission, accompanied by the heavy cruiser Prinz Eugen. It would begin with an outstanding success.  On the morning of May 24th, while west of Iceland, the German vessels encountered the British battlecruiser Hood and battleship Prince of Wales. In the ensuing Battle of the Denmark Strait, Hood blew up and sank after a very short engagement, the seriously damaged Prince of Wales was forced to retreat. Bismarck also suffered  some damage resulting in fuel leaks.

