Recollections Of Croydon

by Marion Holyhead


Whitehorse Road, Croydon.
May be a little different with names etc.  I believe that the crossroads at the top of Whitehorse Road ran over a railway. Apparently Spurgens Tabernacle was on the one corner and (although I don’t remember them) there was a pub on the other three.  This I believe was the beginning of Whitehorse Road at our end.  On either side of the road there were a few houses which on one side a road was cut into Whitehouse Road called Thornhill Road.

Trams ran down Whitehorse Road and there was a policeman on duty at the crossroads and once he stopped the traffic to let Alma and Molly cross the road with me in the in my pushchair; when crossing the tramlines he said “don’t run you’ll bump her bum”.
The shops on the other side of Whitehorse Road began with

1. 26 - Jack Daniels, where my dad used to send me for a packet of coffin nails – 5 for 2p of Woodbines in a paper packet – 26
2. 24 – where we lived until I was about 3 years old when we moved to 28

3. 28 – Was on the corner of Whitehouse Road and Strathmore Road.  This road was very poor as most of the side roads were, some of the children did not have shoes.
On the other side of Strathmore Road was quite a large furniture shop owned by Mr Rutter.  He gave me a box of shells which he told me were used for money in a foreign country.  I can’t remember the other shops on our side of Whitehouse Road although I know there was a dairy shop.  On the other side of Whitehouse Road to us there werer a few shops – greengrocers, grocers shop which came to another road (Union Road) where Gillet & Johnson the famous bell foundry was housed.  On the corner of Union Street and Whitehouse Road there was a Public House  called the Old Mail Coach.  Mum used to tell us about a trader with his horse and cart would stop there every day for his pint.  His horse had first sup and if he left any the old man would drink the rest up.  
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